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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study on the general characteristics and working
conditions of the agricultural extensionist in Mae Hong Son province, 2) study on the importance and the
performance of agricultural extension roles of the agricultural extensionist, 3) study on the problem and
suggestion in the performance of agricultural extension roles of the agricultural extensionist, and 4) analyze
the guideline to develop the agricultural extensionist according to agricultural extension roles. The
population for this study was 130 staffs of Department of Agricultural Extension who works in Mae Hong
Son province. The purposive sampling method was employed to select only the staffs of Department of
Agricultural Extension who take a position of agricultural extensionist, whereby 62 agricultural extensionist
was selected to be sample for this study. The statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum,
maximum, mean, and standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

The results of the study found that 1) most of agricultural extensionists in Mae Hong Son province
were female (53.2%) with an average age of 38.21 years old, most of them taking a position of agricultural
extensionist at Mae Hong Son Provincial Agricultural Extension Office with the average years of service in
Mae Hong Son province for 6.0 years, the average number of projects they responsible for were 3.34, 19.4%
of them had performed the role of knowledge transferor, 50% of them had visited the farmer in the field
for an average of 6 — 10 times/month and the average number of villages they responsible to perform
extension work is 14.65, 2) the study on an importance and the performance of agricultural extension roles
of the agricultural extensionist found that, out of 8 roles, there are 2 roles which affected to the
performance of agricultural extensionist including (1) the role of knowledge transferor had highly importance
level and highly performance level, and (2) the role of information disseminator had highly importance
level and highly performance level, however, providing the agricultural extensionist to perform more on
these 2 roles, will increase the performance of agricultural extensionist in Mae Hong Son province for
56.50%, 3) the study on the problem and suggestion in the performance of agricultural extension roles
revealed that the problem in performing the agricultural extension roles was moderately whereby the most
problematic was the role of change agent with highly level, and 4) the guideline to develop the agricultural
extensionist according to agricultural extension roles suggested that the agricultural extensionist should be
promoted and developed with various skills according to all 8 agricultural extension roles by prioritized
from the problematic level of roles which are the role of change agent, the role of research and
development, the role of information disseminator, the role of practitioner, the role of organizational
manager, the role of knowledge transferor, the role of coordinator, the role of advisor respectively.

Keywords: Performance Development, Agricultural Extension Roles, Agricultural Extensionist
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